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The research process for this database included looking up the tribal code for each federally 
recognized tribe (575).  The laws were searched on the National Indian Law Library’s Tribal 
Law Gateway and on each tribe’s website (provided the tribe has a published website), or 
otherwise relevant results from a Google search. Importantly, the Tribal Restorative Justice 
Laws Database only includes a review of publicly accessible tribal code. Also important to 
note is that all data collection and coding were conducted through manual, human review of 
each tribal code document, rather than through automated or algorithmic methods, so as to be 
able to accurately evaluate the restorative function of each provision of code.  
 
The code was searched using a list of the search terms listed below to find each relevant 
restorative justice law. From there, the approach in deciding which provisions of code to 
include in the database was to evaluate each provision’s restorative function, rather than just 
the vocabulary and keywords used in the provision. Generally, provisions were included 
where they served a restorative, rehabilitative, or therapeutic aim, whether grounded in 
traditional and customary tribal practice or in contemporary diversionary and treatment-
oriented frameworks. 
 
This database uses a broad definition of restorative justice to encompass tribal legal codes 
that establish or express a preference for responses to harm and conflict that prioritize 
healing, repair, rehabilitation, and the restoration of individuals, families, and communities 
over purely punitive sanctions and carceral responses. This definition includes provisions 
reflecting restorative justice in the contemporary sense, such as Peacemaking, sentencing and 
healing circles, victim-offender reconciliation, family group conferencing, restitution and 
amends-making, and explicit restorative sentencing policies. This definition also includes 
related remedial and rehabilitative mechanisms that divert individuals from, or offer 
alternatives within, the conventional adversarial, punitive process. This includes diversion, 
deferred prosecution, informal adjustment, Healing to Wellness Courts and other therapeutic 
or problem-solving courts, court ordered treatment and counseling, community service, and 
family preservation or reunification measures.  
 
In addition to the broad definition of restorative justice used, the approach looked across a 
breadth of code provisions, including criminal and penal, criminal procedure, court 
procedure, domestic violence, probation, family and child welfare, juvenile, education and 
truancy, elder safety, and specialized codes like Healing to Wellness Court and Peacemaking. 
Important to note is that because tribal code exists in such a variety, some codes listed in the 
database are individual provisions, some are chapters of code, while others are an entire body 
of code (e.g., Peacemakers Code).  
 
This broad approach was adopted because tribal code is different than state law in that there 
is often less uniformity amongst tribes. Unlike state law, there's no uniform model penal code 
or shared common law, and each tribe has their own culture, values, knowledges, and theories 
of justice that they are working from and incorporating into their code. A broad approach is 
inclusive to tribes’ various restorative practices. Likewise, the location of restorative justice 
code may differ from where restorative justice code for states is commonly located. A 
provision serving a restorative function in one tribe's code might appear in its criminal code, 
while it appears in another tribe’s juvenile code, another's family or domestic relations code, 
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or for some tribes, a standalone Peacemaking code. A narrow definition would miss 
functionally restorative provisions simply because of how they’re drafted or where they sit.  
 
Additionally, tribes frequently codify restorative practices without using "restorative justice" 
as a term of art. This is because tribes’ definition and practice of restorative justice may be 
different than contemporary ones. As such, this database includes codes that focus on 
implementation of community and cultural practices, as well as traditional responses to harm. 
A diversion provision that routes a youth to an elders' panel, a Healing to Wellness Court 
built on a "treatment-oriented" and "holistic" approach, or a sentencing policy that speaks of 
restoring the offender "to harmony with the community" is doing restorative work regardless 
of its label. Including only explicit terminology would risk excluding restorative practices in 
codes that use culturally specific language or have a more expansive approach to restorative 
justice.  
 
The database also retains codes that expressly exclude or limit the use of restorative justice 
for particular types of cases, most notably codes prohibiting restorative or mediation 
processes in domestic violence cases. These were treated as within scope of the database 
because a provision defining the outer boundary of a tribe's restorative processes is itself a 
restorative justice provision. Additionally, because some tribes authorize restorative 
approaches in domestic violence cases while others expressly prohibit them, including both 
allows comparison of how tribes draw that line. This issue is particularly pertinent given 
ongoing debates about the appropriateness of restorative processes in domestic violence 
cases.  
 
Below is a list of the search terms used to find each relevant restorative justice law based on 
the restorative function the code provided. Each law (or sections of law) was then categorized 
into the Form of Practice listed in the database.  
 
Search Terms Used: 

● Restorative/Restore  
● Alternative  
● Healing/Wellness 
● Treatment 
● Family conferencing 
● Informal hearing 
● Conflict resolution  
● Circle  
● Peacemaking/Peacemaker 
● Diversion  
● Program 
● Rehabilitation 
● Deferred Prosecution 

 
Future plans for this project include more detailed categorization of these laws in the Form of 
Practice tab of the database, and continuing to expand the database by doing outreach to 
tribes whose code is not accessible online.  
 
 
 
 



LIST OF TRIBES WITHOUT ACCESSIBLE CODE (as of May 2026) 
 
Agdaagux Tribe of King Cove 
Ak-Chin Indian Community 
Akiachak Native Community 
Akiak Native Community 
Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town 
Alatna Village 
Algaaciq Native Village (St. Mary's) 
Allakaket Village 
Allakaket Village 
Alturas Indian Rancheria,  
Alutiiq Tribe of Old Harbor 
Angoon Community Association 
Anvik Village 
Arctic Village (Native Village of Venetie Tribal Government) 
Asa'carsarmiut Tribe 
Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Bear River Band of the Rohnerville Rancheria 
Beaver Village 
Berry Creek Rancheria of Maidu Indians of California 
Big Lagoon Rancheria 
Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley 
Big Sandy Rancheria of Western Mono Indians of California 
Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians of the Big Valley Rancheria 
Birch Creek Tribe 
Bridgeport Indian Colony 
Buena Vista Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of California 
Cabazon Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Cachil DeHe Band of Wintun Indians of the Colusa Indian Community of the Colusa 
Rancheria 
Caddo Nation of Oklahoma 
Cahto Tribe of the Laytonville Rancheria 
Cahuilla Band of Indians 
California Valley Miwok Tribe, California 
Campo Band of Diegueno Mission Indians of the Campo Indian Reservation, California 
Capitan Grande Band of Diegueno Mission Indians of California (including both Barona 
Group of Capitan Grande Band of Mission Indians of the Barona Reservation, California; 
Viejas (Baron Long) Group of Capitan Grande Band of Mission Indians of the Viejas 
Reservation, California) 
Catawba Indian Nation 
Cayuga Nation 
Cedarville Rancheria 
Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes 
Chalkyitsik Village 
Cheesh-Na Tribe 
Chemehuevi Indian Tribe of the Chemehuevi Reservation 
Cher-Ae Heights Indian Community of the Trinidad Rancheria 
Chevak Native Village 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation 



Chickahominy Indian Tribe 
Chickahominy Indian Tribe - Eastern Division 
Chickaloon Native Village 
Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of California 
Chignik Bay Tribal Council 
Chignik Lake Village 
Chilkat Indian Village (Klukwan) 
Chilkoot Indian Association (Haines) 
Chinik Eskimo Community (Golovin) 
Chuloonawick Native Village 
Circle Native Community 
Cloverdale Rancheria of Pomo Indians of California 
Cocopah Tribe of Arizona 
Coeur D'Alene Tribe 
Cold Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians of California 
Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation 
Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation 
Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians 
Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians of California 
Craig Tribal Association 
Crow Creek Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation 
Delaware Nation 
Douglas Indian Association 
Duckwater Shoshone Tribe of the Duckwater Reservation 
Egegik Village 
Eklutna Native Village 
Elem Indian Colony of Pomo Indians of the Sulphur Bank Rancheria, California 
Emmonak Village 
Enterprise Rancheria of Maidu Indians of California 
Evansville Village (Bettles Field) 
Ewiiaapaayp Band of Kumeyaay Indians 
Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria 
Fort Bidwell Indian Community of the Fort Bidwell Reservation of California 
Fort Independence Indian Community of Paiute Indians of the Fort Independence 
Reservation, Fort Mojave Indian Tribe  
Greenville Rancheria 
Grindstone Indian Rancheria of Wintun-Wailaki Indians of California 
Guidiville Rancheria of California 
Gulkana Village Council 
Havasupai Tribe of the Havasupai Reservation, Arizona 
Healy Lake Village 
Holy Cross Tribe 
Hoonah Indian Association 
Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians 
Hualapai Indian Tribe of the Hualapai Indian Reservation, Arizona 
Hughes Village 
Huslia Village 
Hydaburg Cooperative Association 
Igiugig Village 
Inaja Band of Diegueno Mission Indians of the Inaja and Cosmit Reservation, California 



Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope 
Ione Band of Miwok Indians of California 
Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska 
Iqugmuit Traditional Council 
Ivanof Bay Tribe 
Jackson Band of Miwuk Indians 
Jamul Indian Village of California 
Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 
Jicarilla Apache Nation 
Kaguyak Village 
Kaibab Band of Paiute Indians of the Kaibab Indian Reservation 
Kaktovik Village 
Kashia Band of Pomo Indians of the Stewarts Point Rancheria 
Kasigluk Traditional Elders Council 
Kialegee Tribal Town 
Kickapoo Tribe of Indians of the Kickapoo Reservation in Kansas 
King Island Native Community 
King Salmon Tribe 
Klawock Cooperative Association 
Kletsel Dehe Wintun Nation of the Cortina Rancheria 
Knik Tribe 
Koi Nation of Northern California 
Kokhanok Village 
Kootenai Tribe of Idaho 
Koyukuk Native Village 
La Posta Band of Diegueno Mission Indians of the La Posta Indian Reservation 
Levelock Village 
Lime Village 
Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Montana 
Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone Tribe 
Louden Tribe (Galena Village) 
Lovelock Paiute Tribe of the Lovelock Indian Colony 
Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation 
Lower Elwha Tribal Community 
Lytton Rancheria of California 
Manchester Band of Pomo Indians of the Manchester Rancheria 
Manley Hot Springs Village 
Manokotak Village 
Manzanita Band of Diegueno Mission Indians of the Manzanita Reservation 
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe 
McGrath Native Village 
Mechoopda Indian Tribe of Chico Rancheria 
Mentasta Traditional Council 
Mesa Grande Band of Diegueno Mission Indians of the Mesa Grande Reservation 
Metlakatla Indian Community, Annette Island Reserve 
Miccosukee Tribe of Indians 
Middletown Rancheria of Pomo Indians of California 
Mi'kmaq Nation 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, Minnesota - Bois Forte Band (Nett Lake) 
Moapa Band of Paiute Indians of the Moapa River Indian Reservation 



Monacan Indian Nation 
Mooretown Rancheria of Maidu Indians of California 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians, California 
Naknek Native Village 
Nansemond Indian Nation 
Nanticoke Indian Tribe, Delaware (state recognized) 
Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape Tribal Nation (state recognized) 
Narragansett Indian Tribe 
Native Village of Afognak 
Native Village of Akhiok 
Native Village of Akutan 
Native Village of Aleknagik 
Native Village of Ambler 
Native Village of Atka 
Native Village of Atqasuk 
Native Village of Barrow Inupiat Traditional Government 
Native Village of Belkofski 
Native Village of Brevig Mission 
Native Village of Buckland 
Native Village of Cantwell 
Native Village of Chenega (Chanega) 
Native Village of Chignik Lagoon 
Native Village of Chitina 
Native Village of Chuathbaluk (Russian Mission, Kuskokwim) 
Native Village of Council 
Native Village of Deering 
Native Village of Diomede (Inalik) 
Native Village of Eagle 
Native Village of Eek 
Native Village of Ekuk 
Native Village of Ekwok 
Native Village of Elim 
Native Village of Eyak (Cordova) 
Native Village of False Pass 
Native Village of Gakona 
Native Village of Gambell 
Native Village of Georgetown 
Native Village of Goodnews Bay 
Native Village of Hamilton 
Native Village of Hooper Bay 
Native Village of Kanatak 
Native Village of Karluk 
Native Village of Kiana 
Native Village of Kipnuk 
Native Village of Kivalina 
Native Village of Kluti Kaah (Copper Center) 
Native Village of Kobuk 
Native Village of Kongiganak 
Native Village of Kotzebue 
Native Village of Koyuk 



Native Village of Kwigillingok 
Native Village of Kwinhagak (Quinhagak) 
Native Village of Larsen Bay 
Native Village of Marshall (Fortuna Ledge) 
Native Village of Mary's Igloo 
Native Village of Mekoryuk 
Native Village of Minto 
Native Village of Nanwalek (English Bay) 
Native Village of Napaimute 
Native Village of Napakiak 
Native Village of Napaskiak 
Native Village of Nelson Lagoon 
Native Village of Nightmute 
Native Village of Nikolski 
Native Village of Noatak 
Native Village of Nuiqsut (Nooiksut) 
Native Village of Nunam Iqua 
Native Village of Nunapitchuk 
Native Village of Ouzinkie 
Native Village of Paimiut 
Native Village of Perryville 
Native Village of Pilot Point 
Native Village of Point Hope 
Native Village of Point Lay 
Native Village of Port Graham 
Native Village of Port Heiden 
Native Village of Port Lions 
Native Village of Ruby 
Native Village of Saint Michael 
Native Village of Savoonga 
Native Village of Scammon Bay 
Native Village of Selawik 
Native Village of Shaktoolik 
Native Village of Shishmaref 
Native Village of Shungnak 
Native Village of Stevens 
Native Village of Tanacross 
Native Village of Tanana 
Native Village of Tatitlek 
Native Village of Tazlina 
Native Village of Teller 
Native Village of Tetlin 
Native Village of Tuntutuliak 
Native Village of Tununak 
Native Village of Tyonek 
Native Village of Unalakleet 
Native Village of Unga 
Native Village of Venetie Tribal Government (includes Arctic Village and Village of 
Venetie) 
Native Village of Wales 



Native Village of White Mountain 
Nenana Native Association 
New Koliganek Village Council 
New Stuyahok Village 
Newhalen Village 
Newtok Village 
Nikolai Village 
Ninilchik Village 
Nome Eskimo Community 
Nondalton Village 
Noorvik Native Community 
Northfork Rancheria of Mono Indians of California 
Northway Village 
Northwestern Band of the Shoshone Nation 
Nulato Village 
Nunakauyarmiut Tribe 
Ohkay Owingeh 
Onondaga Nation 
Organized Village of Grayling (Holikachuk) 
Organized Village of Kasaan 
Organized Village of Kwethluk 
Organized Village of Saxman 
Orutsararmuit Traditional Native Council 
Oscarville Traditional Village 
Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah - Cedar Band of Paiutes 
Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah - Kanosh Band of Paiutes 
Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah - Koosharem Band of Paiutes 
Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah - Indian Peaks Band of Paiutes 
Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah - Shivwits Band of Paiutes 
Pala Band of Mission Indians 
Pamunkey Indian Tribe 
Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians of California 
Passamaquoddy Tribe 
Pauloff Harbor Village 
Pechanga Band of Indians 
Pedro Bay Village 
Petersburg Indian Association 
Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians of California 
Pilot Station Traditional Village 
Pinoleville Pomo Nation 
Pitka's Point Traditional Council 
Platinum Traditional Village 
Ponca Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
Portage Creek Village (Ohgsenakale) 
Potter Valley Tribe 
Pribilof Islands Aleut Communities of St. Paul and St. George Islands  
Pueblo of Cochiti 
Pueblo of Jemez 
Pueblo of Nambe 
Pueblo of Picuris 



Pueblo of San Felipe 
Pueblo of Sandia 
Pueblo of Santa Ana 
Pueblo of Santa Clara 
Pueblo of Taos 
Pueblo of Tesuque  
Pueblo of Zia 
Pulikla Tribe of Yurok People 
Qawalangin Tribe of Unalaska 
Quartz Valley Indian Community of the Quartz Valley Reservation of California 
Ramona Band of Cahuilla 
Rampart Village 
Rappahannock Tribe, Inc. 
Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians 
Redwood Valley or Little River Band of Pomo Indians of the Redwood Valley Rancheria 
California 
Robinson Rancheria 
Saint George Island (Pribilof Islands Aleut Communities of St. Paul & St. George Islands) 
Saint Paul Island (Pribilof Islands Aleut Communities of St. Paul & St. George Islands) 
Salamatof Tribe 
Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Santa Rosa Indian Community of the Santa Rosa Rancheria 
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians of the Santa Ynez Reservation 
Santo Domingo Pueblo/Kewa Pueblo 
Scotts Valley Band of Pomo Indians of California 
Seldovia Village Tribe 
Seneca Nation of Indians 
Shageluk Native Village 
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community of Minnesota 
Sherwood Valley Rancheria of Pomo Indians of California 
Shinnecock Indian Nation 
Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of the Duck Valley Reservation 
Skagway Village 
Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians 
Sokaogon Chippewa Community 
South Naknek Village 
Stebbins Community Association 
Summit Lake Paiute Tribe of Nevada 
Sun'aq Tribe of Kodiak 
Table Mountain Rancheria 
Takotna Village 
Tangirnaq Native Village 
Tejon Indian Tribe 
Telida Village 
Thlopthlocco Tribal Town 
Timbisha Shoshone Tribe 
Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation 
Tonawanda Band of Seneca 
Tonkawa Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
Tonto Apache Tribe of Arizona 



Traditional Village of Togiak 
Tule River Indian Tribe of the Tule River Reservation, California 
Tuluksak Native Community 
Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians of the Tuolumne Rancheria of California 
Tuscarora Nation 
Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians of California 
Twin Hills Village 
Ugashik Village 
Umkumiut Native Village 
United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn Rancheria of California 
Upper Mattaponi Tribe 
Upper Skagit Indian Tribe 
Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute Tribe of the Benton Paiute Reservation, California 
Village of Alakanuk 
Village of Anaktuvuk Pass 
Village of Aniak 
Village of Atmautluak 
Village of Bill Moore's Slough 
Village of Chefornak 
Village of Clarks Point 
Village of Crooked Creek 
Village of Dot Lake 
Village of Iliamna 
Village of Kalskag 
Village of Kaltag 
Village of Kotlik 
Village of Lower Kalskag 
Village of Ohogamiut 
Village of Red Devil 
Village of Sleetmute 
Village of Solomon 
Village of Stony River 
Village of Venetie 
Village of Wainwright 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) 
Wrangell Cooperative Association 
Yakutat Tlingit Tribe 
Yavapai-Apache Nation of the Camp Verde Indian Reservation 
Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe 
Yerington Paiute Tribe of the Yerington Colony & Campbell Ranch 
Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, California 
Yupiit of Andreafski 
 
 
LIST OF TRIBES WITH NO RESTORATIVE JUSTICE RELATED LAW FOUND 
 
Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 
Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians of Oregon 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
Elk Valley Rancheria 



Fort Sill Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 
Kewa Pueblo  
Los Coyotes Band of Cahullia and Cupeno Indians  
Lower Sioux Indian Community in the State of Minnesota 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, Minnesota - Fond du Lac Band 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, Minnesota - Grand Portage Band 
Modoc Nation  
Mohegan Tribe of Indians of Connecticut 
Otoe-Missouria Tribe of Indians 
Ottawa Tribe of Oklahoma 
Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma 
Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma  
Redding Rancheria 
Seneca-Cayuga Nation  
St. Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin 
Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe 
Samish Indian Nation 
San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe of Arizona 
Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall Reservation 
Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate of the Lake Traverse Reservation 
Skull Valley Band of Goshute Indians of Utah  
Snoqualmie Indian Tribe 
Susanville Indian Rancheria 
Upper Sioux Community 
Viejas Band of Kumyaay Indians  
Wichita and Affiliated Tribes (Wichita, Keechi, Waco & Tawakonie) 
Wiyot Tribe 
Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation 
 
 
 
 
 
 


